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terpret the provisions of this brochure and any other con- 
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it necessary to alter, without prior notice, the terms and con- 
ditions of the program of support for Specialized Research 
Collections. Applicants may be assured, however, that all 
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General Information 


Objective of the Program 


In light of the need to provide high quality research resources 
to the Canadian research community, the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council of Canada offers support 
to university libraries for their specialized research collec- 
tions in the humanities and social sciences. 


The purpose of the program is threefold: 


¢ To help strengthen well-established specialized research 
collections of recognized national significance. 


The program is designed to strengthen collections of a 
recognized national significance, that is, collections which 
are indispensable resources for research by scholars and 
students all across Canada. Collections of local or, at the 
other extreme, universal content might still have national 
significance: the term ‘‘national” is not meant, therefore, in 
a political sense. 


Definition: A specialized collection would be one recogniz- 
ed by its own library as a resource for graduate or com- 
prehensive research, and it should already be adequately 
funded by the institution. Support will be provided to 
strengthen collections in clearly defined, even if narrow, 
fields. In this way smaller libraries with valuable collections 
in restricted areas can make a legitimate claim for support. 
It should be recognized that decisions might sometimes 
have to be made between competing claims for the same 
specialized subject area. 


The Council recognizes that there are several levels of col- 
lecting in university libraries, ranging from the general, 
through the undergraduate and research, to the comprehen- 
sive level. The aim of the program is to support those col- 
lections which are tied to the current and long-term research 
interests and activities of faculty and senior students in the 
area of the collection. 


e To develop or consolidate specialized research collec- 
tions which, because of their regional emphasis, have 
as a consequence a national significance. 


These collections could contain a comprehensive collection 
of material on the folklore, history, etc. of the particular 
region in which they are situated. 


¢ To develop or consolidate specialized research collec- 
tions which aim to firmly establish the reputation of the 
collections as being of regional significance. 


These collections may duplicate the holdings of other 
collections in geographically distant regions of the country, 
providing they meet the conditions outlined in the section 
dealing with the duplication of funding. 


Although it would normally be expected that such a collec- 
tion would be tied to a strong graduate program, exceptions 
could be made if the institution was able to demonstrate a 
continuing, sustained effort in a specific research area. 


Duplication of Funding 


The Council will consider funding more than one special- 
ized research collection in the same field where the emphases 
of the collections are different, especially when geographical 
distances lend authenticity to the need for a second 
repository. This duplication is designed to aid smaller and 
newer institutions which, because of their age and funds, 
could never hope to attain the status of collections pos- 
sessed by larger and older institutions. 


The Council would like to avoid the situation of having two 
collections rival each other for the purchase of identical 
material and there should be evidence that the potential 
clientele is sufficient to warrant the acquisition of a second 
collection. Applicants must therefore make a strong case if 
they wish to purchase material duplicated elsewhere in 


Canada. 
Retrospectivity 


For collections in the humanities disciplines, the grants 
should not be used for the purchase of currently published 
library material in the subject areas of specialization. This 
type of acquisition should be the library's responsibility and 
evidence of the library’s ability to sustain an adequate level 
of currently published material is required. Material will be 
deemed to be retrospective if it has been in print more than 
five years, if it is out of print, or if it is one or the other 
published as a reprint. 


For collections in the social science disciplines, grants may 
be used for currently published material. There would need, 
however, to be clear and explicit evidence that the institu- 
tion has made and continues to make a contribution to cur- 
rent acquisitions and has the ability to sustain an adequate 
level of currently published material in the future. This 
would be expressed by providing figures on the library's fun- 
ding in this regard in previous years and its contribution 
in the future, bearing in mind the effect of the inflation rate 
on the cost of publications in the disciplines. 


Institutional Commitment 


There must be evidence that the institution has already ear- 
marked funds, and will continue to do so, for the support 
of the collection and the amount requested must naturally 
be fully justified and reflect the university’s capacity to ab- 
sorb the material within the fixed period. 


In the Strengthening of Specialized Research Collections pro- 
gram, the university's commitment to the collection is felt 
by the Council to be expressed in the costs of servicing the 
collection and making it available to researchers. In the 
Fleeting Opportunities program, the university's commit- 
ment is expressed by matching the request dollar-for-dollar 
with its own funds. 


Canadiana 


As the mandate of the National Library dictates the ex- 
haustive collection of Canadiana and the preservation of the 
national literary heritage, only a portion of a university's 
Canadiana collection may be designated as a specialized 
research collection. No grants will be given in support of 
general Canadiana collections. The Council, however, will 
be happy to consider applications for the strengthening or 
development of specialized areas within Canadiana collec- 
tions which have national or regional importance. 


In this connection, the attention of librarians is drawn to 
the existence of the Canadian Institute of Historical 
Microreproductions which, through the microreproduction 
process, is able to offer scholars access to retrospective 
printed Canadiana. The address of the Institute is: Box 2428, 
Station LD, Ottawa, Ontario K1IP SWS. 


Institutional Research Strengths 


It is acknowledged that university library strengths do not 
necessarily reflect current research strengths or current in- 
stitutional priorities. Adjudication procedures do, however, 
allow for the possibility of the development of library 
strengths to complement new areas of research, on condi- 
tion that the university's commitment to these new research 
areas is obvious and the basic resource material has already 
been provided. 


Processing Costs 


Processing costs are not eligible budget items, these being 
the responsibility of the institution. Applications may not 
be made to the Council’s Canadian Studies Research Tools 
program for funds to process collections material pur- 
chased under the Specialized Research Collections program. 


Consideration will not be given to requests for the support 
of studies leading to a rationalization of library collections 
in an area. 


Eligible Purchases 


Requests may be made for the purchase of the following 
kinds of material, the Council always encouraging the pur- 
chase of material in the least expensive form. (Please also 
consult the section on Retrospectivity.) 


e collections or individual copies of books and titles; 
e serial backfiles; 


e selected theses related to the specialized subject area of 
the collection; 


e newspapers and pamphlets; 

e reprints of old works; 

e guides and catalogues; 

¢ maps; 

e photocopies; 

e¢ microreproductions of printed material. 
Rare Books 


Rare books are considered by the Council to be the indispen- 
sable basis for research in many fields. The Council sub- 
sidizes this kind of purchase to allow Canadian institutions 
to maintain their standing in the ranks of those with collec- 
tions of international calibre. Most institutions in these 
periods of economic restraint are able to maintain their pur- 
chasing power chiefly for current material, and hence have 
very little left over for the purchase of rare books. It should 
be noted that the door is also left open to the purchase of 
rare Canadiana. 


The merits of each request for the purchase of rare material 
will be carefully considered by the Council and weighed on 
an individual basis. 


A number of criteria should be met by any institution re- 
questing assistance for the purchase of such material in both 
the Strengthening of Specialized Research Collections and 
the Fleeting Opportunities programs, these being as follows: 


e The rare books should represent an addition to an 
already existing collection which is deemed to be the 
most important one in Canada in a particular field and 
which has as its goal a comprehensive level of collec- 
ting. Consideration will not be given to requests which 
claim a collection of regional, rather than national, 
significance. 


The purchase of rare books will be sanctioned for 
specialized research collections in the developmental 
stage, but will require a contribution by the institution 
on a dollar-for-dollar matching grant basis to 
demonstrate institutional commitment to a collection. 


e A strong and clear case will need to be made to justify 
the purchase and to demonstrate that for the purpose 
of the research being undertaken at an institution, a 
reproduction would not be useful. 


e The purchase will need to be clearly linked to an 
academic program and to research strengths in the in- 
stitution. A request will not be considered if the material 
to be purchased is unrelated to an academic program. 


e Applicants are requested to demonstrate that there have 
been consultations and negotiations with regard to the 
cost of each item and that every effort is being made 
to obtain the fair market price. Applicants are also asked 
to provide an independent appraisal and evaluation for 
the very expensive items. 


e Evidence should be provided that proper care will be 
taken to preserve the rare books. 


Archival and Manuscript Material 


The Council continues to maintain its current practice of 
being restrictive with regard to the purchase of archival and 
manuscript material and of confining support to exceptional 
cases only. The Council is of the opinion that in instances 
of a major collection of an author's works, the archival and 
manuscript material often makes the difference between a 
good collection and a comprehensive collection. 


Each request for assistance for this kind of purchase will be 
carefully considered in terms of its individual merit. 


The following criteria should be met by institutions re- 
questing assistance for the purchase of archival and 
manuscript material in both the Strengthening of Special- 
ized Research Collections and the Fleeting Opportunities 
programs: 


e¢ The archival and manuscript material should represent 
an addition or complement to an already existing 
specialized research collection of printed material, be 
the collection national or regional in importance. 


e The purchase will need to be clearly linked to an 
academic program and to research strengths in the 
institution. 


e Acontribution on the part of the institution toward the 
cost of the material, or at least an indication of such 
a contribution, would be noted with favour by the 
Council. 


Archival and manuscript material on microforms which is 
offered commercially with a set price is eligible. 


The purchase of archival and manuscript material of a liv- 
ing author continues to be considered ineligible. 


Ineligible Material 


The following kinds of material may not be purchased 
through the program: 


e photographs; 

e audio-visual material: 

e = films. 

Multiple Grants in Support of a Collection 


Following an initial grant in support of a collection, the 
Council is willing to entertain subsequent applications, once 
funds awarded have been spent and a final report has been 
submitted. In the event of a specialized research collection 
becoming available, however, consideration will be given 
to making exceptions to this regulation. (Please also con- 
sult the Fleeting Opportunities program description. ) 


Application and Adjudication Procedures 


Applicants must use the appropriate application form and 
provide all the required information. Applications must be 
addressed to 


Secretariat 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 
Box 1610 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1P 6G4 


Telephone: 613 992-1053 
Bibliographical Assessment 


The Council realizes that the bibliographical assessment in- 
volved in preparing an application is very time consuming 
and costly, but it makes the difference between a library 
assuming and proving it has a specialized research collec- 
tion of national significance. 


Letters of Reference 


Two letters of support from university researchers work- 
ing in the field are desirable. For collections of a regional 
nature, letters of support from other institutions in the region 
may be included. 


Strengthening of Specialized Research Collections 


Value and Multiple Applications 


This program is administered on a yearly competitive basis 
and is meant to provide support, from a minimum of $2,500 
to a maximum of $50,000, to specialized research collections 
fitting within one of the threefold purposes for this kind of 
support. 


An institution may make any number of requests, all of 
which may amount to the maximum of $50,000 a year. No 
more than $50,000 will, however, be granted to an institu- 
tion per competition. Support in any one year may or may 
not amount to the full maximum, and Council will specify 
to which collection or collections the funds may be applied. 
It is therefore imperative for an institution to state its 
priorities in the case of multiple applications. 


Application 
The application should not normally exceed 15 pages. 
Deadline and Announcement 


The deadline for the presentation of all applications is March 
31st, for an announcement in late June. 


Assessment 


Requests will be assessed by a committee of experts in the 
field. Their recommendations will then be presented to the 
Council for a final decision. 


Period of Tenure and Extensions 


The full value of the grant will be paid to the university in 
the fiscal year in which it is made, to be held in trust for 
the library. Libraries have three years in which to disburse 
and/or firmly commit the funds awarded. It is expected that 
the interest accruing from a grant will be deposited in the 
collection’s trust fund. Should there be an unspent balance 
at the end of this period, it should be returned to the Coun- 
cil, or a case should be made for an extension to the three- 
year limit. 


Final Report 


The university must provide a final report within the 90 days 
following the end of the grant period on the official report 
form (see enclosed forms). This form will provide space for 
a description of the use of the funds, a list or breakdown 
of the various categories of material purchased and an of- 
ficial confirmation of the expenses by the comptroller’s of- 
fice at the University. 


As far as possible, the final report should briefly indicate 
the extent to which the material purchased with Council 
funds has been processed, publicized and used by members 
of the institution and others, including its use through 
interlibrary loans. 


The university may not apply for further support for a given 
collection until a report on the previous grant has been sub- 
mitted. Failure to provide a final report as required will 
eliminate an institution from participating in future 
competitions. 


Listings in Union Catalogues 


It is expected that collections supported by the Council will 
be listed in the Canadian Union Catalogue, the Union list 
of manuscripts, and other appropriate union files. These 
listings should be indicated in the final report. 
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Fleeting Opportunities 


Purpose 


Support is offered to university libraries to acquire material 
which suddenly becomes available on the market and which 
represents a completely unforeseen chance to purchase 
highly desirable items for which no funds have been 
budgeted. The material should be related to a specialized 
research collection of national or regional significance and 
enhance the reputation of the collection. 


Value 


The material to be purchased must be offered privately or 
through a public auction with a specific date and a pub- 
lished suggested price list. The Council’s contribution will 
be tied to the median of the estimated price range between 
a minimum of $1,000 and a maximum of $10,000. It is essen- 
tial that the material be offered for sale for a limited time 
only and requests for retroactive grants will not be 
entertained. 


Multiple Applications and Matching Grants 


An institution may submit no more than two applications 
within the Council's fiscal year, up to the maximum of 
$10,000, the value of the requests to be matched dollar-for- 
dollar with funding from the institution. 


Application 
The application should not normally exceed 10 pages. 
Deadline and Announcement 


There is no deadline date for receipt of requests for this pro- 
gram and applications may therefore be submitted any time 
during the year. Decisions should normally be announced 
three weeks following receipt of the application. 


Assessment 


As soon as they are received, applications are transmitted 
to a committee of experts in the field for their recommen- 
dation, which will then be presented to Council for a final 
decision. 


Final Report 


Institutions have to submit a final report following the 
disbursement of funds. The report form will be the same 
as for the Strengthening of Specialized Research Collections 
program. 


As far as possible, the final report should briefly indicate 
the extent to which the material purchased with Council 
funds has been processed, publicized and used by members 
of the institution and others, including its use through inter- 
library loans. 


The university may not apply for further support for a given 
collection until a report on the previous grant has been sub- 
mitted. Failure to provide a final report as required will 
eliminate an institution from participating in future 
competitions. 


Listings in Union Catalogues 


It is expected that collections supported by the Council will 
be listed in the Canadian Union Catalogue, the Union list 
of manuscripts, and other appropriate union files. These 
listings should be indicated in the final report. 


PROGRAM OF SUPPORT FOR SPECIALIZED RESEARCH COLLECTIONS 
APPLICATION FORM 


Indicate the program to which you are applying Application number 


[| Strengthening of Specialized Research Collections [| Fleeting Opportunities 


Name of collection Amount requested 


$ 


Library, department or school Name of person responsible 


Name of institution 


Mailing address Telephone 


He: 


Certification from the dean of graduate studies and the director of the office of research administration, or their equivalent, to the effect that the collection falls 
within the research interests of the university. 


Dean of Graduate Studies Signature 


Director of Office of Research Administration Signature Date 


Certification from the chief librarian to the effect that (a) the library has the ability to support the collection in terms of staff, services, equipment and acquisitions; 
and (b) sufficient provision has been made for the accessibility of the collection to users within and outside the university. 


Name Signature Date 


For applications under the Fleeting Opportunities program, a certification that the value of the request will be matched dollar-for-dollar with funding from the 
institution. 


Name and title Signature 


144.006E 09/83 


Relationship of the Specialized Research Collection to the Academic Program 


There should be a brief report on past and current research interests and activities of faculty and senior students in the area of the collection in your institution, as 
an indication of need for expansion of the collection. 


| Number of faculty members, staff and researchers in the field Student enrolment, full-time equivalent, in the field 
Forecast next year: BA MA PhD 
D i i 2) 
oes the collection complement resources in other related academic programs’ [__]no [_lves 


| Current year: (BY Ne YN ee, 1200, 
i yes, please give a general indication of the related programs) 


Description of the Specialized Research Collection 


The collection should be described in sufficient detail that its comprehensiveness, richness and depth can be evaluated in terms of its national or regional 
significance, or in terms of its potential for the development of regional significance. 


The following information is also required: 


i 
| 
Please indicate the total holdings of the library, broken down by the following categories 
® monographs (volumes and titles) 

® serials (titles) 

® pamphlets 

® manuscripts 

® microforms (items) 

® maps 

® others 


Has the specialized research collection been surveyed or described within the last five to ten years? [Jno [yes 
(If yes, please give the date and name of the survey) 


, 


Please indicate the bibliographic access to the collection by completing the following questions. 


@ Are the holdings listed in a general catalogue? [| no [] yes 
® Are they on-line? ie no [] yes 
® |s there a separate catalogue? eS no ea yes 
® |s there a separate shelf list? iia no a yes 
| ® |s there a descriptive brochure or leaflet? is no [| yes (please include) 
® Are holdings reported to CANUC at NLC, or recorded in other data bases? ia no a yes (please specify) 
® Are there special indexes and/or bibliographies? a no gy yes (please include if possible) 


® Are some materials uncatalogued? iq no ie yes (please estimate amount) 


144.006E 09/83 
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Please indicate the location and physical access to the collection by completing the following questions. 


Is the collection separate? 

Is the collection held within a special collection division or department? 
Is the collection integrated in the general holdings? 

Are undergraduate students permitted access to the collection? 

Are graduate students and faculty permitted access to the collection? 
Is the general public permitted access to the collection? 

Are there borrowing privileges for other universities? 


What proportion of the collection is excluded from interlibrary loans because of the fragility of the material 
or because of other reasons? 


Please give an indication of the facilities available for the use of the collection. 


Are the services of a curator or subject specialist available? 
Is there a special reading room? 

Are there copying facilities? 

Are there micrography facilities? 


Are there microform readers? 


Relationship of the Specialized Research Collection to other Canadian Collections 


Are there similar specialized research collections in Canada? in the region? 


they are 


a eS 


ye a 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


[| yes 
a yes 
[| yes 
[= yes 
[| yes 
hei yes 
ia} yes 


[_] yes 
Se yes 
a yes 
[| yes 
[| yes 


_ If there are, please indicate the institutions where 


and explain how your collection is distinct from others. Applications of a “regional nature” should stress the special 


needs the collection will serve in their region. It is to be noted that the adjudication committee uses the National Library's survey of university libraries as a 


resource during its deliberations. 


Collections Development Policy 


There should be a clearly defined, written, collections development policy covering the specialized research collection. Please attach the relevant portion of this 
policy, if it has already been formalized. If it has not, please state the chronological, geographical and language limitations of the collection and indicate plans for 
future development, including, if appropriate, a reference collection. 
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Acquisition Program 


Please give a description of the acquisition program by completing the following questions. If possible, include a sample list of the material to be purchased. 


Please comment on the availability of the material on the regular market. 


Please indicate approximately the number of items that will be acquired broken down according to the following categories: 
® monographs 

@ serial backfiles 

® microforms 

® maps 


@ others (please specify) 


If the acquisition will involve the purchase of an already constituted collection, will the material be purchased from 


®@ a private collector? ie 
® arenowned scholar? ) 
® a book dealer specializing in certain-subjects or types of materials? [] 


If applicable, there should be a short report on the proposed method of disposal of duplicates. It Should be noted that grantees are encouraged to offer any 
duplicates in the first instance to the other collections mentioned in their applications as having a similar area of specialization. 


IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT APPLICATIONS UNDER THE FLEETING OPPORTUNITIES PROGRAM NEED NOT BE AS DETAILED AS THOSE FOR THE 
STRENGTHENING OF SPECIALIZED RESEARCH COLLECTIONS. 


Applications in this program must, however, also provide the following details: 


Name and address of seller 


Period allocated for the purchase 


Suggested price list 
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